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As we approach the holy feast of Christmas, we have the joy to welcome our Christian Orthodox brothers from Latvia, specifically the choir master Archpriest fr. John Senrok and the members of the Metropolitan Choir “Logos”, of the Orthodox Church of Latvia (appertain to the Patriarchate of Moscow), who along with their solemn voices wish to initiate us into the Great Sacrament of Reverence. The Incarnation of God’s Son and Word. 
The famous theological phrase of Great Athanasius, that God “became human so we can become gods” sounds more comprehensible in the hearts of those who believe in Jesus our Savior and love and worship Him as the real God, while taking care of our brothers who are close to us or far away. 
“Strange Mystery” concerning the human measures, however it is very perceptible in the souls of those who are humble, who every day toil and strive. Especially in our days, when technology makes great advancements, every man needs to light a candle, which is a sign of divine love, solidarity, affection and support without being discriminated by others. 

The “little Child”, i.e. “God before the ages” offers us the chance to look forward with great optimism. Let’s look at our fellow humans with forgiveness disposition, acceptance and empathy.
This is why tonight, the evening is dedicated to the precious charitable work that the Holy Archbishopric performs silently and with respect towards each person. Church, as mother of all, is a burning candle within the society, and with her presence and shining she loves, prays and with empathy steps towards each person in need, both spiritually and physically. The task is accomplished modestly from her remains and lackings, as well as with the people’s philanthropy, who utilize with humbleness this gift from the Holy Spirit, and offer with love and enthusiasm to the great serving task of supporting humankind, strengthening the multilateral charitable work of the Church. 
I deeply thank all of you, who were present here at this beautiful feast of spiritual music, who came here to support us in our effort and thus to contribute to the charitable work of the Holy Archbishopric. 
We express our heartfelt thanks to His Beatitude the Archbishop of Cyprus Chrysostomos for his blessing and trust for the realization of this cultural and charitable event, combining it with the holy Pilgrimage places of our country, especially during the Christmas period. 
Finally, in the Cypriot Carols, we are singing “during Easter when you’ll be eating in your house, give some food to a poor fellow”. The blessing is indescribable for the man who shares some of his belongings with his brother in need.

My beloved, 

“Christ is born, glorify Him”, writes Gregory the Theologian. “Christ is born, glorify Him. Christ from heaven, go out to meet Him. Christ on earth; be ye exalted. Sing unto the Lord all the whole earth; and that I may join both in one word, Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad, for Him Who is of heaven and then of earth. He Who is not carnal is Incarnate; the Son of God becomes the Son of Man, Jesus Christ the Same yesterday, and today, and for ever” as Paul the Apostle confirms.
Let’s joyfully and gladly exalt ourselves higher, more truly, more humane. 


Merry Christmas! 
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